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“Real” Life Parabolas 
 

The Path of an “Angry Bird” is a PARABOLA that opens downward 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The cables/suspenders of the Golden Gate Bridge and this chain are examples of PARABOLAS that open 
upward 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This roller coaster shows examples of both positive 

and negative parabolas. 

  
 Real Life Parabolas 

Path of the bird 

Cable/Suspender 

Chain 

A great way to remember the difference 

between a positive and negative parabola 
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